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Expectations 
After Peitgen & Richter

Serigraph  36in x 36in,1987.
Made to honor the authors of 
“The Beauty of Fractals”

The Total Perspective Vortex

Paper Relief Diptych 8ft x 16ft, 1989.
Made to honor Dr. Benoit Mandelbrot.

Placed in the Grand Lobby of Clowes Memorial Hall, 
Butler University, Indianapolis Indiana in 1992 where 
it remains today. 

                                   The sculpture is based on this 
digital image created by a computer program that 
simulates Video Feedback which produces what 
promises to be a new breed of Fractals.

The formula that generates the 
Mandelbrot Fractals is really quite 
simple. Complexity arises through 
the process of recursion where the 
answer to a calculation is looped 
back in as input. Video feedback 
(pointing a camera into its own 
monitor), also creates a recursive 
loop that under the right conditions 
produces Fractals. 

Once Dr. Mandelbrot opened our eyes to 
Fractals, we began to see them everywhere in 

Nature

Fractal Number One

  First work of Fractal art 
48in x 48in, Ink on Paper, 1986

Feedback Fractal:



                           A production studio has been 
established in the DeveloperTown building in 
Indianapolis for design development and Artisan 
support. Work is underway to complete the first 16 
Sections of the finished work .

The Monument:

The Art:

The Image:

Distributed Art Production:

The Process:
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                      The image is 640 pixels 
wide x 480 pixels high. The plan is to 
render each pixel of the image as a folded 
paper tube colored with the RGB value of 
the pixel and having a height proportional 
to the gray scale value.

The Image is divided into 192 
Sections of 1,600 Elements. 
Each Section is further 
subdivided into 16 Modules of 
100 Elements.

In order to complete the 
monumental task of cutting, 
folding, and gluing the 

required 307,200 Elements, social media will be 
employed to recruit and support 192 Artisans who will 
each assemble one 1,600 Element Section in a process 
of “Distributed Art 
Production.” This concept 
was tested by bringing 
together16 local individuals 
to participate in Trial One. 
Each volunteer assembled a 
Module for the building of a 
trial Section.

Jackson Pollock's 'Convergence' (1952), © 2009 The Pollock-Krasner 
Foundation/Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York.

                 While the art 21st Century

Mathematics, artistically it harkens back to the 

Abstract Expressionism of the mid 20th Century - at 

the apogee on the arc of Modernity. The Feedback 

image has a familial resemblance to Jackson Pollock’s 

drip paintings which, in retrospect, have been shown 

to have fractional dimensions.

The Monument will be a 34ft x 24ft three dimensional 
folded paper sculpture dedicated to the Human 
Condition in appreciation that it too displays a 
Fractal nature.

is based on  

                               “Feedback Fractal” is a work for 
our time. Mathematics, Technology, Community, and 
Hand Craft are its inspiration, its subject, and the 
process of its making. It is based on an image 
generated by a program that simulates video 
feedback whose patterns exhibit a Fractal nature. 

Element

Module

Section Artisan Kit 

A custom computer program automatically generates 
the patterns for any given Module. High quality 
watercolor paper is prepared for printing. Patterns 
are digitally printed in rows using archive quality 
pigmented inks. The patterns are tool scored and cut 
into strips. A kit combines the patterns and all the tools 
and supplies needed to assemble one Module. The 

kits are distributed to 
Artisans who return the 
completed Module. 
Assembly will be a 
communal effort involving 
over 200 Artisans and 
support volunteers. All who 
contribute will be 
signatories to the art and 
become a permanent part 
of its provenance.

DeveloperTown Studio

Printed Patterns
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